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occurred anywhere, no coercion should be used towards those who did not wish
to join in it. Their attitude should be one of goodwill towards all men.

At Mr. Gandhi's suggestion a committee of leading men was appointed
to raise a body of volunteers to assist in the preservation of order at the cloth
market and the surrounding locality.

Mahatma Gandhi next visited several other associations where also he
emphasized the supreme necessity of conducting the struggle against the Row-
latt Bills in the true spirit of satyagraha. He also attended a meeting held at
the Marwari Chamber where he was deeply moved and actually broke down
on hearing the news of the disturbance at Ahmedabad, and he went without
food the next day. The same night he was to have addressed a meeting at
the Morarji Gokuldas Hall, which however he was not able to do as he left Bom-
bay for Ahmedabad. In his absence Mr. Jamnadas Dwarkadas laid before
the meeting the suggestions which Mr. Gandhi was to have made about
conducting the struggle in a peaceful and orderly manner.

The Bombay Chronicle, 15-4-1919

206.   MESSAGE TO PEOPLE OF AHMEDABAD
April 13, 1919
Bai Anasuya Behn and I have arrived in Ahmedabad this morn-
ing. Bai Anasuya Behn was never arrested. I also was absolutely
free on Friday, and went to Bombay. During the time I was in
custody, I suffered no kind of trouble, my condition was such as
if I was enjoying heavenly happiness. After getting free, I became
extremely sorry on hearing of the occurrences at Ahmedabad.
Behn's heart bled. We both felt exceedingly ashamed. Now, we
both have come to meet you. It is necessary to say a couple of
words; therefore, I don't wish to say anything now. I also wish,
as all of you must be wishing, that martial law should be instant-
ly removed. It is in our own hands to get it removed. I want to
show the key with which this can be done. Those who can do so
should come to the Ashram at 4 p.m. on Monday. While com-
ing take the routes where there are no military pickets. Do not
come in groups of more than two or three persons. Obey what-
ever orders the police give you. It is my request that you do not
shout or make any kind of noise on the road, and if you will all
preserve silence at the Ashram, I shall be able to explain all
that I wish to explain. It is extremely desirable that all shop-
keepers should open their shops and all mill-hands resume their
work. In conclusion, I wish to say that I am so sure about satya-